Serial No. 10/556,647 

Amendment B dated September 3, 2009 

Response to Communication dated August 6, 2009 

Remarks 

Reconsideration of this application is requested in view of the attached request for continued 
examination, the foregoing amendments and the following remarks. 
The status of the claims is as follows: 

Claims 1-5 and 7-14 have been rejected; 

Claim 6 has been indicated as containing allowable subject matter if written in 

independent form; 

Claims 1, and 11-14 have been amended. 

The examiner has rejected claims 1, 7, and 10-14 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as unpatentable 
based on Fan (US6693494) in view of the Nilson & Riedel document page 227 (hereafter "Nilson." 
In addition the examiner has rejected claims 2-5, 8 and 9 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as unpatentable 
over Fan in view of Kumar et al. (US661 1161) and further in view of Nilson. These rejections as 
they apply to the amended claims are traversed. 

In the Examiner's Answer on page 10, the examiner agrees that Fan does not disclose a 
series voltage shift capacitor. Further the examiner goes on to indicate that the language of claim 1 
as previously presented does not require that the capacitor be coupled in series between the phase 
comparator and the voltage controlled oscillator. While applicants continue to disagree with the 
examiner's interpretation of claim 1 as previously presented, in order to expedite allowance of this 
application applicants are amending claims 1 and 10-14 to make it explicitly clear that the capacitor 
is coupled in* series between the phase comparator and the voltage controlled oscillator. This 
removes the examiner's argument that a "series capacitor" is a series of capacitors connected in 
series and that this series of capacitors could replace a capacitor and that would then be a "series 
capacitor" no matter how the capacitor was connected. Based on the amendment, it is clear that the 
capacitor is connected in series between the phase comparator and the voltage controlled oscillator. 
Therefore all claims are now allowable over the art of record and the rejection should be 
withdrawn. 
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In addition, the examiner in the Examiner's Answer interprets "polarization" in an incorrect 
manner. The examiner quotes from a standard English dictionary when from the attached page 
from the McGraw-Hill Dictionary of Electrical and Computer Engineering a person of ordinary 
skill would have interpreted the term "polarization" as was argued in Applicants' Brief and not in 
the manner done by the examiner. Where a term has a special meaning to those of skill in the art, 
that special meaning is to be used to interpret the claims as opposed to a "common" non-specialized 
meaning. For this additional reason, the claims are allowable for the reasons set out in the Appeal 
Brief because the cited art does not disclose polarization as required by claim 1 and as that term 
would be understood by one of ordinary skill in the art. 

If for some reason, the examiner disagrees with the above interpretation, the examiner is 
encouraged to call the undersigned to discuss the application and possible amendments to result in 
the allowance of this application. 

Deposit Account Authorization 
The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in any amount enclosed or 
any additional fees which may be required during the pendency of this application under 37 CFR 
1 . 1 6 or 1 . 1 7, except issue fees, to Deposit Account No. 50- 1 903 . 



Respectfully submitted, 



McCracken & Frank LLP 
311 S. Wacker, Suite 2500 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
(312) 263-4700 
Customer No: 29471 



September 3, 2009 
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